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examinations has been the constant theme of libertarians.
Yet it must be stated at once that it is here that I believe
the most competent authority to decide on questions of
curriculum is to be found. The actual word c universities'
perhaps conveys too narrow a meaning.  I am thinking
rather of something which they should embody more
completely than any other institutions: we may call it the
consensus of academic opinion, the mind of the clerisy, or
the convictions of an academic elite. In practice this is to
a great degree the authority that at present exercises the
greatest control.   Not only directly through examining
bodies but in many other ways the academic tradition
makes  its  influence felt.   The  co-opted members  of
education committees and governing bodies, the admini-
strative staffs of local authorities and the Ministry, above
all the inspectorate and the teachers, are all representatives
of that tradition. The fact that the democratic control of
education works so well, the remarkable coherence that our
intellectual life still preserves, is due to the influence of those
who have a broadly common attitude to the aims of educa-
tion, an attitude that has been formed by the universities.
At the present time, however, it is true to say that the
guardians of the academic tradition are not sufficiently
conscious of their responsibilities.    That is the  most
significant and the most alarming fact concerning the con-
tent of our education. They are not fully awake to the
tendencies, inevitable in a revolutionary stage of social
development, which may either replace their influence by
a disintegrating libertarianism, or hand it over to bodies
incompetent to discharge it. It cannot, indeed, be main-
tained   that   the* academic   class   does   feel   any  real
responsibility for the character of education as a whole.